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2 The Eucharist on the Sundays of Advent 

ABOUT THIS SERVICE 
 

Welcome to St Michael & All Angels Church and to this Eucharist. In it we 
recall the last meal of Christ with his friends in the Upper Room, and we 
recognise him in the breaking of the bread. Although our faith is grounded 
in history, this service is not a nostalgic looking back to the events of the 
past: it is a celebration that in the Eucharist Christ is truly present to us now, 
and a promise of the glory that will be ours when the whole universe is 
made complete in him.  
 
The season of Advent is a time of watching and waiting, both for the coming 
of Jesus as a baby at Christmas, and also for his coming in power and 
judgement at the close of the age. The mood is one of expectant longing for 
the coming of Christ’s kingdom, as the acclamation at the heart of the 
Eucharistic Prayer reminds us: ‘Lord Jesus, come in glory’. As we receive 
communion, we are given ‘the bread of heaven in Christ Jesus’, and ‘the cup 
of life in Christ Jesus’, pledges of the kingdom that is to come when the 
glory of Christ is fully revealed, but which can be experienced here and now 
through the life of faith and in Christ’s sacramental presence within the 
Eucharist. In responding ‘Amen’ before receiving the Body and Blood of 
Christ, we recognize that presence among us and within us, and offer 
ourselves afresh to make the kingdom a reality in our daily living. 
 
The service falls within the alternatives permitted in ‘Holy Communion Order 
One’ from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 
England. Copies of the full text are available for the inspection of the 
congregation. 
 
All who usually receive Holy Communion in their own church are warmly 
invited to do so today. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bow 
your head as a signal to the minister. 
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THE EUCHARIST ON THE SUNDAYS OF ADVENT 
 

 The Gathering 
 

 

The congregation stands to sing the Opening Hymn. 
During the hymn the ministers enter. 
 
The president says 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 
 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people 
 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
 

Words of welcome and introduction may be said. 
 
 
 

The Advent Candle Ceremony 
 
On the First Sunday of Advent go to page 4 
On the Second Sunday of Advent go to page 5 
On the Third Sunday of Advent go to page 6 
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent go to page 7 
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On the First Sunday of Advent 
 
The president introduces the Advent Candle Ceremony 
 

We have this Advent Ring to remind us of the coming of Jesus,  
the Light of the world. 
 
The first candle is lit and the president says 
 

We light this candle to remind us of God’s people who in every age 
watch for his coming. 
 
People of God: awake! 
The day is coming soon 
when you shall see God face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. 
God calls you out of darkness 
to walk in the light of his coming. 
You are God’s children. 

All Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ 
today and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
The service continues with the Prayers of Penitence on page 8 
 
 
 

---------------- 
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On the Second Sunday of Advent 
 
The president introduces the Advent Candle Ceremony 
 

We have this Advent Ring to remind us of the coming of Jesus,  
the Light of the world. 
 
The second candle is lit and the president says 
 

We light this candle to remind us of God’s great promise first told by 
the prophets of old. 
 
People of God: be glad! 
Your God delights in you, 
giving you joy for sadness 
and turning the dark to light. 
Be strong in hope therefore; 
for your God comes to save. 
You are God’s children. 

All Lord, make us one in the love of Christ 
today and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
The service continues with the Prayers of Penitence on page 8 
 
 
 

---------------- 
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On the Third Sunday of Advent 
 
The president introduces the Advent Candle Ceremony 
 

We have this Advent Ring to remind us of the coming of Jesus,  
the Light of the world. 
 
The third candle is lit and the president says 
 

We light this candle to remind us of John the Baptist who told the 
people to get ready for their King. 
 
People of God: return! 
You are called to be God’s own. 
From the mountains announce the good news. 
God comes in justice and peace, 
to all who follow his ways. 
You are God’s children. 

All Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ 
today and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The service continues with the Prayers of Penitence on page 8 
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On the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
The president introduces the Advent Candle Ceremony 
 

We have this Advent Ring to remind us of the coming of Jesus,  
the Light of the world. 
 
The fourth candle is lit and the president says 
 

We light this candle to remind us of Mother Mary who told God she 
would obey. 
 
People of God: prepare! 
God, above all, maker of all, 
is one with us in Christ. 
Maranatha! 

All Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
God, the mighty God, 
bends down in love to earth. 
Maranatha! 

All Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
God with us, God beside us, 
comes soon to the world he has made. 
Maranatha! 

All Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
We are God’s children, 
we seek the coming Christ. 
Maranatha! 

All Come, Lord Jesus! 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 

The deacon invites the people to confess their sins using these or other suitable 
words 
 

When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,  
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

Kneel 
Father eternal,  

All giver of light and grace,  
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,  
in what we have thought,  
in what we have said and done,  
through ignorance, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.  
We have wounded your love,  
and marred your image in us.  
We are sorry and ashamed,  
and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past;  
and lead us out from darkness  
to walk as children of light.  
Amen. 
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The Kyrie Eleison is said or sung 
 

Kyrie eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 
 

Christe eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
 

Kyrie eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
 

Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  

 
The president says 
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself, 
and cleanse you from all your sins 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
The Collect 

The president says or sings 
 

Let us pray 
 

and all remain kneeling for a period of silent prayer. 
 
The president says or sings the Collect, and all respond 
 

All Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
 

Sit 
First Reading 

 
At the end the reader says 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
Remain seated 

 

Psalm or Canticle 
 
 
 

Second Reading 
At the end the reader says 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

The Gradual Hymn is sung. 
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Gospel Reading 
All turn to face the Book of the Gospels. 
 
The following or another suitable acclamation heralds the Gospel reading. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

All Alleluia. 
 
The deacon says 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end the deacon says 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The preacher says an opening invocation or prayer, and then all sit. 
 

Sermon 
 

At the end of the sermon all remain seated, standing when the president 
stands. 
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The Creed 
 

We believe in one God,  
All the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made.  
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
The president introduces the prayers of intercession with these or other suitable 
words 
 

Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 
before our Maker and Redeemer. 
 

Sit or Kneel 
 
These responses may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All hear our prayer. 

 
Lord, hear us. 

All Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
At the commemoration of the faithful departed 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord 
All and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 
May they rest in peace 

All and rise in glory. 
 
Towards the end of the prayers 
 

Let us ask Mary to pray for us. 
 

All Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
 Blessed art thou among women,  
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
 Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
 now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
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At the end of the prayers silence may be kept and the president may say the 
following or another appropriate collect 
 

Almighty God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to seek and 
to save the lost; so may he come again to find in us the completion of 
his redeeming work; for he is now alive and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
Stand 

 
The Peace 

 
The president introduces the Peace with this or another suitable sentence 
 

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break 
upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 
 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

 
The deacon says 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All exchange a sign of peace. 
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Offertory  
 

Thanks be to God for your generosity in giving! 
 
 
 

Without our regular Sunday collection and the rent we normally receive, our 
finances are challenged during this period. While we have made as many 
savings as we can, we still have significant costs to keep both St Michael’s and St 
Paul’s churches running.  
 
We really need everyone who would normally put something into the collection 
to give online instead please. We know some people won’t be able to give as 
much during these hard times; but we hope some people may be able to give a 
little more.  
 
Please give whatever you can either as a weekly, monthly or a one-off offering. It 
only takes a couple of minutes to do this on your phone. If you are a UK 
taxpayer, tick the Gift Aid option so the Church can receive an extra 25p for 
every £1 you give from the government: it’s FREE to you and FREE to the Parish!  
Please give online here https://givealittle.co/campaigns/605bbbe0-c295-424a-
8eca-584cf0e4c8f5 or use this QR code 
(simply point your phone camera at the code and you will be taken to our giving 
page)   

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/605bbbe0-c295-424a-8eca-584cf0e4c8f5
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/605bbbe0-c295-424a-8eca-584cf0e4c8f5
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Preparation of the Table 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 
The Offertory Hymn is sung during which the altar is prepared and the gifts of 
the people are gathered and presented. 
 
The president takes the bread and wine and says 
Blessed be God, who enthrones us with Christ in the heavenly realms. 
May we feed upon the bread of God and drink the royal wine of heaven. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice may be acceptable  
to God the almighty Father. 

All May the Lord accept the sacrifice we offer for the praise and glory of 
his name, for our good, and the good of all his Church. 
Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; draw us from hatred to love; 
make the frailty of our praise a dwelling place for your glory. 

All Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
(Prayer E) 

The president says or sings 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The president uses one of the following prefaces 
(from the First Sunday of Advent until 16 December) 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and 
everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For when he humbled himself to 
come among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before the 
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foundation of the world to open for us the way of salvation.  Confident that your 
promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord will come 
again in glory. And so we join our voices with angels and archangels and with all 
the Company of heaven to proclaim your glory, for ever praising you and singing: 
 
(from 17 December until Christmas Eve) 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and 
everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. He is the one foretold by all the 
prophets, whom the Virgin Mother bore with love beyond all telling. John the 
Baptist was his herald and made him known when at last he came. In his love 
Christ fills us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his birth, so that when he comes 
again he may find us watching in prayer, our hearts filled with wonder and praise. 
And so, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your glory, and join in their unending hymn of praise: 
 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
All remain standing as the president continues 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that 
broken bread and wine outpoured  
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends  
and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to 
them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he 
praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you;  
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this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.  
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with 
confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.  
 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we 
proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 
The deacon says or sings 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:: 
All Christ has died 

Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 
The Prayer continues 
 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your 
kingdom comes  
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
 
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms  
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Michael, St Paul and 
all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.  
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,  
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
All remain standing. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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The president introduces the Lord’s Prayer in these or other suitable words 
 

Awaiting his coming in glory, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 

All we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
The Agnus Dei is said or sung. 
Lamb of God, 

All you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 
 

The president says the following or another appropriate invitation to 
communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The president and people receive communion 
 
At the distribution the minister says 
 

The body of Christ. 
The blood of Christ. 
 

The communicant replies each time Amen, and then receives. 
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When circumstances are such that we cannot share in the Eucharist in person, we can still 
make an Act of Spiritual Communion, in which we express our faith in Christ and in His 
Presence in the Eucharist, and we ask Him to unite Himself with us  
 

Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  
you are  t he  bread of life  and the  one  t rue  vine .  

I be lieve  t hat  you are  t ruly present  in  
t he  Most  Holy Sacram ent  of t he  Euchar ist . 

 I seek you. I worship and adore  you.  
 

Since  I cannot  rece ive  you in t he  euchar ist ic bread and wine ,  
I pray that  you will com e into m y hear t  and soul,  

t hat  I m ay be  unit ed t o  you,  
by your  all-powerful and ever -present  Holy Spir it . 

 
Le t  m e  rece ive  you,  

and be  nour ished by you.  
Becom e for  m e  the  m anna in m y wilderness,  

t he  bread of ange ls for  m y very hum an journey through t im e ,  
a fore t ast e  of t he  heavenly banque t ,  
and solace  in t he  hour  of m y death.  

 
I pray all t his,  

t rust ing that  you yourse lf are  our  Life ,  
our  Peace ,  

and our  ever last ing Joy.  
Am en. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

At the end of the distribution the president says 
 

Let us pray 
 

Stand 
 

The president says the Post Communion prayer to which all respond 
 

Amen. 
The following prayer is said 
 

We thank you, Lord, 
All that you have fed us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and 

given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all 
peoples. 
Amen. 
 

    Notices 
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The Dismissal 
 
The final hymn is sung. 
 
On the first Sunday of Advent the following dismissal rite is used. On 
other Sundays the service concludes with the form on page 25. 
 
 
 
 

Acclamation 
 

The president leads the people in the following acclamation. 
 
With love and compassion, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 
 
With judgement and mercy, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In power and glory, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In wisdom and truth, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 
The Dismissal Gospel 

The deacon says 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe 
in the good news.’  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The president says 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 

All Amen. 
May God the Son, coming among us in power,  
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 

All Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. 

All Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 
 The final hymn is sung 

 
The deacon says 
As we await our coming Saviour, go in the peace of Christ.  

All Thanks be to God. 
 

The ministers and people depart. 
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On the other Sundays of Advent, the president uses this or another 
suitable blessing 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before 
your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always. 

All Amen.  
 

The final hymn is sung 
The deacon says 
 

As we await our coming Saviour, go in the peace of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God. 

The ministers and people depart. 
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Please do not take this order of service away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, and Common 
Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service, are 
copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2006. 
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