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The Liturgy of Ash 

Wednesday 

 

    The Gathering  

At the entry of the ministers a hymn may be sung. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All   Amen. 

 

The president greets the people 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you 

All   and also with you. 

Introduction 

The president explains the meaning of Lent and invites the people to observe it 

faithfully 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, since early days Christians have 

observed with great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and 

resurrection and prepared for this by a season of penitence and 

fasting. By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to heart the 

call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in 

the gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to our Lord. I 

invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance 

of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, 

fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy 

word. 



The Trisagion or another suitable penitential song may be used 

All   Holy God, 

holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  

Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 

Silence is kept. 

Almighty and everlasting God,  you hate nothing that you have 

made and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: create 

and make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily 

lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 

receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

   The Liturgy of the Word  

Readings 

A reading from Scripture precedes the Gospel reading. 

At the end the reader may say 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Gospel Reading 

This acclamation may herald the Gospel reading 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.  The Lord is a great 

God, O that today you would listen to his voice. Harden not your 

hearts. 

cf Psalm 95.3, 8 

All   Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 

All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

 

The Liturgy of Penitence  

Self-examination and Confession 

A minister now leads a corporate examination of conscience   

Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy of God. 

God the Father, 

All   have mercy upon us. 

God the Son, 

All   have mercy upon us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 

All   have mercy upon us. 



Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 

All   have mercy upon us. 

From all evil and mischief; from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy; 

from envy, hatred, and malice; and from all evil intent, 

All   good Lord, deliver us. 

From sloth, worldliness and love of money; 

from hardness of heart and contempt for your word and your laws, 

All   good Lord, deliver us. 

From sins of body and mind; 

from the deceits of the world, the flesh and the devil, 

All   good Lord, deliver us. 

In all times of sorrow; in all times of joy; 

in the hour of death, and at the day of judgement, 

All   good Lord, deliver us. 

By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your birth, childhood 

and obedience; by your baptism, fasting and temptation, 

All   good Lord, deliver us. 

By your ministry in word and work; by your mighty acts of power; 

and by your preaching of the kingdom, 

All   good Lord, deliver us. 

By your agony and trial; by your cross and passion; 

and by your precious death and burial, 

All   good Lord, deliver us. 

By your mighty resurrection; by your glorious ascension; 

and by your sending of the Holy Spirit, 

All   good Lord, deliver us. 

 

Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence and 

ignorance 

and our deliberate sins; and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit 

to amend our lives according to your holy word. 



All   Holy God, 

holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 

 

Silence is kept. 

Make our hearts clean, O God; 

All   and renew a right spirit within us. 

All   Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned 

against you and against our neighbour, in what we have 

thought, in what we have said and done, through 

ignorance, through weakness, through our own 

deliberate fault. We have wounded your love, and 

marred your image in us. We are sorry and ashamed, 

and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and 

lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. Amen. 

 

The Imposition of Ashes 

Dear friends in Christ, I invite you to receive these ashes as a sign 

of the spirit of penitence with which we shall keep this season of 

Lent. God our Father, you create us from the dust of the earth: 

grant that the symbolic imposition of ashes may be for us a sign of 

our penitence and a symbol of our mortality; for it is by your 

grace alone that we receive eternal life in Jesus Christ our 

Saviour. 

All     Amen. 

 



Using your prayer card, you can now trace the ash cross on it with your 

finger and symbolically make the sign of the cross upon your own 

forehead, saying  

 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 

 

During the imposition silence may be kept, or a hymn, anthem or psalm may be 

sung. 

 

The Lord enrich you with his grace, and nourish you with his 

blessing; the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 

the Lord accept your prayers, and absolve you from your offences, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

All   Amen. 

 

 

 The Liturgy of the Sacrament  

The Peace 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace. 

Romans 5.1,2 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All    and also with you. 

These words may be added 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 



Preparation of the Table 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

At the preparation of the table one of these prayers may be said 

Merciful Father, turn us from sin to faithfulness and from 

disobedience to love, and prepare us to celebrate the death and 

resurrection of Christ our Saviour who is alive and reigns, now 

and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

The president takes the bread and wine. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you    

and also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give thanks 

and praise.   

 

The priest says the Preface, recounting God’s wonderful deeds (not 

printed).  

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.  

 

The president recalls the Last Supper,   

and this acclamation is used 

 



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died:  Christ is risen: Christ will come again.  

 

The Prayer continues and leads into the doxology, to which all respond 

boldly   

All  Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.  

Amen.  

. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 

All   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

The Agnus Dei may be used as the bread is broken. 

Giving of Communion 

The president says 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 



When circumstances are such that we cannot share in the Eucharist in 

person, we can still make an Act of Spiritual Communion, in which we 

express our faith in Christ and in His Presence in the Eucharist, and we 

ask Him to unite Himself with us  

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the one true 

vine. I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament of the Eucharist. I seek you. I worship and adore 

you. Since I cannot receive you in the eucharistic bread and 

wine, I pray that you will come into my heart and soul, that 

I may be united to you, by your all-powerful and ever-

present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you, and be nourished 

by you. Become for me the manna in my wilderness, the 

bread of angels for my very human journey through time, a 

foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of 

my death. I pray all this, trusting that you yourself are our 

Life, our Peace, and our everlasting Joy. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 

This Post Communion or other suitable prayer is said 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us both a 

sacrifice for sin and also an example of godly life: give us grace 

that we may always most thankfully receive these his inestimable 

gifts, and also daily endeavour to follow the blessed steps of his 

most holy life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 



 

The Dismissal  

The Dismissal Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 

one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on 

his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls 

together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with 

me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, 

there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance. 

Luke 15.4-7 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Blessing 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take 

up your cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you always.  

All   Amen. 

 



 

The Dismissal 

Go in the peace of Christ. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

The ministers and people depart. 

 

 


