
 
Mothering Sunday  14th March 2021 
 
Mothering Sunday always presents a few problems for those of us called to 
preach on this day. With the changing patterns of our world and society, the 
changes in the structure and nature of ‘family’, and the terrible misuse of 
power that has come from the concept of ‘Mother Church’ something which 
should be a relatively simple subject becomes something of a minefield for us 
humble preachers.  There has been much in our news this past week or so 
about families…..but however much we might like to, we cannot pretend that 
families are what they were fifty, thirty or even ten years ago. Nor can we 
pretend that the Church has always taken the responsibility it should have in 
caring for its members.  So perhaps today is a good chance to remind 
ourselves what we should be thinking about, rather than pretending that 
everything is hunky-dory and having a nice bland sermon that affirms a no 
longer existent way of life. 
 
And the readings we have had for today actually lend themselves to a little bit 
of counter-cultural application. They are good readings in fact – with plenty for 
us to get our teeth into over the next few minutes … 
 
Let’s begin at the beginning – with our Old Testament reading. It’s one that 
acknowledges that families aren’t straightforward and never have been. A very 
good one really to start our thinking about Mothering Sunday, and the issues 
surrounding our ideas of family. Moses mother recognises the danger to 
herself and to her son in a culture that is hostile to them, and being a savvy 
woman finds an alternative to having her child executed. The extract from the 
book of Exodus that we heard this morning offers what seems like a happy 
ending, with Moses being brought up by his mother and then taken in by 
Pharaoh’s daughter to be brought up a prince. All a bit like a fairy story really, 
but we know that Moses goes on to grow up and to be thrown out of the royal 
court after murdering a slave master caught beating an Israelite. Not really a 
happy ending, then. 
 
But through this act, and through Moses later obedience to God the children of 
Israel are brought out of slavery into the land promised to Abraham many 
generations before. God really does work in mysterious ways and all 
beginning with the actions of a mother concerned for her child’s life, a mother 
willing to do things a different way, in order that her son might live in freedom 
and safety. 



 
And the message here is perhaps one of being imaginative in our approach to 
families, to relationships, to taking risks. This is a message that applies to all 
of us, not just those who are mothers. The Christian faith has always been 
concerned with issues of fidelity in relationships and the importance of the 
family, but we have tied it up with our  adoption of the nuclear family – the 
model of mum, dad and 2.4 children. This isn’t a model that we get from the 
Bible – far from it, we have concubines, various wives, extended families, 
families which are open to bringing in others and caring for them – anything but 
the nuclear family. 
 
What we really get from the bible is that the most important thing is 
faithfulness in any relationship – and the message that family exists where 
people are loving towards one another – not just where there are mum, dad 
and children.  I don’t know about your own family circumstances, but I do know 
that my own family includes not only those who are blood relatives.  I have 
children all over the place….. don’t bother to get in touch with the 
Bishop…..apart from one, the rest are those who I love and care for and call my 
No 2 or No 3 son, my No 1 daughter, my niece, my nephew etc etc etc. Some 
of them call me aunty, some of them call me Mum No2.   But they are all part 
of my family. For each of them, they know that I am a space where they are 
loved and supported. 
 
I firmly believe that our society needs to rediscover the extended family, and 
the fact that the family should be an open and inclusive group, not a narrowly 
defined exclusive unit.   So am I saying that there is no need for the nuclear 
family?  That isn’t where I’m going.    I am not advocating that we get rid of the 
traditional model of marriage, I believe that marriage is a sacrament that is 
given in grace by God. I do want us to stop idealising marriage as the only way 
of expressing relationships and being family. The Church must affirm all 
people – single people, young people, divorced people, gay & lesbian people, 
trans people…. all people. In the world in which we live the Church has to be 
both prophetic in condemning the loose approach to relationships and 
commitment that characterises modern society and supportive to those who 
fall outside of traditional frameworks, for whatever reason yet create 
committed, loving and caring families. 
 
We in the church have to learn to be family, to be a place where all are 
welcome – regardless of age, status, sexual orientation, race, class or any of 
the barriers we make to inclusiveness. We take too much upon ourselves 



when we stand in the place of God and say “you” are not part of this family. 
 
There is no room for judgementalism, closed-mindedness, exclusivity or 
arrogance in the Biblical model of the Church, the community of God. Though 
we often do not live up to this ideal, it is still something we should strive for. 
God calls us to be loving, open, forgiving – we must take this seriously and 
seek to be like this, for when we are, then people will want to be a part of our 
Church family. 
 
We have another example of the love and support which we should be 
encouraging in our short, but poignant Gospel reading for today. We hear 
Jesus words at the scene of his Crucifixion, as he turns to his mother and says 
of the beloved disciple ‘here is your son’ and to the disciple ‘here is your 
mother.’ 
 
I find this short Gospel passage striking for two reasons. Firstly, it astounds 
me that even through the agony he suffers Jesus seeks to comfort his own 
mother and one of his closest friends by creating a relationship of dependence 
between them. 
 
The second reason I find this striking is that there 
is again a statement about family, that family 
exists where we make it – it is not necessarily a 
given – not something that comes about just by 
birth, or blood, or tradition. Family means work, it 
should mean support and love and mutuality - but 
it also means effort. Jesus recognized that, so 
should we. Both in the relationships we have with 
our kin, and in the supportive, forgiving, loving 
relationships that should characterize our Church 
life. 
 
And so this Mothering Sunday we have the 
opportunity to recommit ourselves to being the 
loving, open community that we are called to be, 
both as a church community and as individuals.  
 


